
The Colonies Prior 
to Revolution
The Rise of George Washington



SWBATS

• Students will be able to...

• Examine and Describe the 
development of the British Colonies

• Describe the causes and outcomes 
of the French and Indian War

• Connect George Washington’s early 
life to the reasons for his selection as 
Commander in Chief of the 
Continental Army



The Colonies in the Early 1700s

• Each region of the colonies (New 
England, Middle, and Southern) 
had it’s own characteristics and 
personality

• New England was characterized by 
strict religious leadership, 
commerce (trade), ship building, 
fishing, whaling, lumber, livestock, 
and small farms

• Later New England became a 
center for early thread and textile 
mills and smuggling



The Middle Colonies
• In Middle Colonies, New York City and 

Philadelphia became centers of trade
and immigration (diversity)

• Immigrants were looking for religious 
freedom and economic opportunity

• Skilled artisans (craftsmen) poured 
into the region from all over Europe 
and created small successful business: 
iron workers, glassware, pottery, and 
furniture makers 

• Agriculture: Farming (food crops, 
grain) were successful ventures.  

• Conestoga Wagons were created to 
carry goods throughout the colonies



The Southern Colonies
• The Southern Colonies were characterized by trade in food crops and cash 

crops (plants cultivated for trade and profit)

• Fertile (arable) land was plentiful and the warm climate meant a long growing 
season

• Large plantations (large family owned farms) were dedicated to the 
cultivation of cash crops such as tobacco, rice, sugar, and indigo (a dye)



Triangular Trade
• The demand for these goods, along 

with the large profits made on 
their trade, lead to trade in slaves 
as labor on the plantations.

• Slaves were brought from the West 
Coast of Africa to the West Indies 
and eventually to the colonies

• The trade in goods and slaves 
made money for entrepreneurs
across all of the colonies

• The slave trade became known as 
the Triangular Trade
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Slavery in the Colonies
• At first Indentured Servants were 

used in the colonies

• White indentured servants would 
contract their labor for a period of 
time, and slowly work off their debt
to earn their freedom

• Britain made slavery legal in the 
colonies in 1698 bringing the 
colonies into the system of 
triangular trade

• Slaves were kept throughout the 
Colonies, but the greatest numbers 
were found in the colonial south



The Middle Passage

• This became the term used to describe the 
system of human trafficking that took place 
from 1400 to the early 1800s in the 
Americas.

• Africans were sold into slavery on the West 
Coast of Africa and brought by ship across 
the Atlantic to the New World to serve as 
laborers with little to no freedom

• Millions were brought across to serve on 
plantations in the Americas

• Rebellions in the 1700 led to the enactment 
of harsh Slave Codes in the Carolinas: laws 
that prevented future rebellion by making 
Africans slaves for life, and prevented the 
learning of reading and writing among 
slaves



Readings in American Stories

• Harvesting the Land and Sea

• Read pp. 122-123

• Complete the questions WS

• Hand in

• Education and Literacy

• Read pp. 128-129

• Complete the questions WS

• Hand in



The French in North America
• The French also settled in North 

America in the 1600s

• They set up trading posts and forts
along the St. Lawrence River Valley and 
the Great Lakes

• French trappers traded furs with Native 
Americans in these regions

• Over time the French over hunted the 
animals and furs were harder to find

• They looked to move into the Ohio 
River Valley to control the fur trade 
further inland 

• During this time the French formed 
alliances (peaceful treaties) with Native 
Americans in the area (the Huron and 
Algonquins)



The British Claims to the Ohio River

• British colonist also looked to expand 
from Virginia into the Ohio River Valley

• While the fur trade would be 
profitable, they also sought out the 
fertile valley to expand farms and 
settlements

• The French were building forts along 
the Ohio River and the British wished 
to do the same.

• These forts housed military units and 
provided protection along trade routes



Col. Washington Joins the Fight 1754

• A young, ambitious Virginia Militia 
officer volunteered to lead an 
expedition into the wilds of Western 
Pennsylvania to capture the French 
fort Duquesne near current day 
Pittsburg at the three rivers fork of 
the Allegheny, Monongahela, and 
Ohio rivers

• Previously in 1752, the French had 
destroyed a British trading post 
causing the British to react



Who is George Washington?

• Before becoming our first Commander in 
Chief and President of the Untied States, 
Washington was an ambitious young man 
born in the colonies.

• He was the son of a successful plantation 
owner in Virginia

• His father and then older brothers died 
when George was young and he was left 
to run his family lands on his own

• He married into the Custis family, a 
wealthy land holding Virginia family. 
Martha Washington had two children 
from a  previous marriage, so George 
adopted them as his own



Who is Washington continued...

• Washington yearned to be an officer in the British 
Royal Army, but his status as a colonial citizen 
made him ineligible and he was looked down 
upon by British officers.

• Nevertheless, he worked hard throughout his 
early life to earn the respect needed to move up 
the chain of military command and become a 
leader in the Virginia Militia

• Although, he had no formal education after the 
age of 15.  He became a surveyor and this work 
mapping terrain across the Appalachians for the 
colony of Virginia made him  likely candidate 
when called upon to lead British troops into the 
Pennsylvania Wilderness to capture for Duquesne



Washington’s Failure at Fort Necessity

• Washington led a small militia force to 
Fort Duquesne.  When he arrived he 
found himself greatly outnumbered 
by the French and their Native allies

• He quickly built a fort to defend his 
men and named it Fort Necessity. 

• Washington and him men sustained 
heavy losses and were forced to 
surrender the fort and retreat back to 
Virginia

• Many historians consider this loss to 
be the first engagement in the French 
and Indian War



The French and Indian War Begins
• The colonies recognized the threat the French 

forces presented and looked to join together to 
fight this common enemy.

• Unfortunately, the early history of the colonies has 
many examples of how difficult it could be to get 
the colonies to unite in a common cause.  Some of 
the Colonies met in Albany, NY, but they failed to 
agree on creating a united government in charge of 
fighting the French – Albany Plan of Union

• Benjamin Franklin authored this famous political 
cartoon in his Philadelphia newspaper, the Gazette 
in 1754

• What do you think Franklin meant by drawing this 
carved up snake alongside this famous slogan?

• ______________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________



The French and Indian War

• Even though they could not unite as a 
government, they did unite against 
the French in battle

• The war with the French lasted 7 
years.

• Both the French and the British had 
Native American allies which sided 
with the European nations to fight 
their Native and foreign enemies

• The war would ultimately decide 
which nation and people would 
control all of settled North America



The French and Indian War
• The French were successful at first.  

• Washington, in support of British General 
Braddock, led men again into Western 
Pennsylvania where the he again suffered 
defeat in an ambush led by the French and 
Native allies – The Battle of the Monongahela

• Although Washington warned to over-
confident General, the British were poorly 
prepared to fight in the wilderness against the 
experienced French.  Although a loss, 
Washington became known for leading a 
successful retreat saving many lives.

• Washington went on to write about his 
experiences in the French and Indian War.  The 
very popular writings make him the most well-
known Colonial military leader in the Colonies

• Eventually, key battles would eventually turn 
the tide in favor of the British – Battles in 
Canada and Quebec



The French and Indian War Ends

• The defeats in Canada paved the 
way for British victory.

• The French were forced to sign the 
Treaty of Paris in 1763 – peace 
agreement

• The French agreed to leave North 
America, giving all land claims to the 
British

• The British and the Colonists 
gained control of all land East of 
the Mississippi, except for the city 
of New Orleans

• The British Colonists sought to move 
into the new lands, but Native 
Americans stood in the way.



Readings in American Stories

• The Impact of the War

• Read pp. 158-159

• Complete the questions WS

• Hand in – counts toward test 
grade

• Interpret Maps: p. 161

• Look at the Map on page 161 
and complete questions 28 and 
29 on WS.

• Hand in – counts toward test 
grade


